Right Side


THE IMMIGRANTS
“Turn of the Century”

1. We are a nation of immigrants.

a. Europeans poured into American cities in the late 1800’s

b. Between 1880 and 1920 about 25 million immigrants entered the USA. ½ of the country in 1880.

c. As important as numbers, was the origin of immigrants. Before 1880 most immigrants come from northern and western Europe. Anglo-Saxon Protestants.  1890 to 1920 20% of all immigrants came from southern and eastern Europe.   “The New Immigrants”
d. Most immigrants arriving in 1880 settled in cities.

2.
Social Problems

· Poor paying jobs led to crime

· Poor housing and sanitation

· Political corruption

· Crowded tenements apartments. 
a. These immigrants turned the US into a melting pot, a society in which various racial, ethnic & cultural groups blended together. Or “Salad Bowl”

b. Each immigrant went through the process of assimilation or Americanization 

· Learning English, American law & government.

c.  Nativism – American born preferred.

d.  Legislation: Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. Quota Act of 1920’s

EX: “John’s Restaurant Pure American. NO RATS. NO GREEKS.” 

